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The Improvement of the Elephants’ Lives

The Thai way of life has long been attached to elephants.
For over 700 years the Thais have rounded up the
elephants from the wild for labor. When the country was
at peace, they were key laborers for moving logs for
export to generate the country’s income, second only to
rice export. In wartime, elephants always fought shoulder
to shoulder with our ancestors for our independence. The
importance of elephants was so extended that it was

symbolized on the national flag until the First World War.

When the government terminated the concession to
cut timber in 1990-1991, a number of elephants were left
without work. With their elephants, some of the owners
became so desperate that they headed into the cities
to beg for coins. Some elephants were forced to pull logs

in hazardous zones such as in the Thai-Burmese border

oyal

hai Elephants

From 1997 to 2005, nine years
of adhering Her Majesty’s intension,
the time has proved that her benevolence
has united the spirit of the Thais
to protect the forest fertiity and
to care for Thai elephants so they will

remain with the Thais as always

Benevolence for

Written by Sumet Tantivejkul
Translated by Suleeporn Bunbongkarn

area, causing accidents which led to their deaths or
disabilities. Some were forced to take Amphetamines to
extend their working hours. The end result was their
declining health as well as mental problems. Since they
began to mistrust people, it is hard for the mahouts to

take control, and some ended their lives by slaying them.

Her Majesty Gives Elephants a New Life

Her Majesty Queen Sirikit was well aware that leaving
elephants in the cities was unnatural; or forcing them
to pull logs in risky areas was leading them to die and
hasten their extinction. She, therefore, carried out an
initiative to reintroduce elephants back to the wild in

order to prolong their lives and allow them to reproduce.

The “Elephant Reintroduction Project” plays an

important role in conserving and protecting the rare and

9
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nearly extinct species, as well as to set important standards
for restoring the conditions of Thai elephants under the
concept of “the raised elephant is the wild elephant’.
Elephants are the only species that its breed cannot be
improved, unlike other species of domestic animals such
as horses, cows, dogs and cats. During the nine years
since the FElephant Reintroduction Project has been
operating, according to the follow up studies, the released

elephants adjusted readily to natural surroundings.

Returning to Freedom

The World Wild Life Fund International (WWW
International), which is presided over by Prince Phillip,
Duke of Edinburgh; Consort of Queen Elizabeth II of
England has competently supported the Elephant
Reintroduction Project. One of the reasons is because
this Project can conserve the world’s nearly extinct
species in the most concrete manner as shown by the
follow up studies which are conducted by applying

theoretical rules and proper ways to care for the elephants.

10

o

Qualified veterinarians are responsible for recording the

study results and closely observing the creatures’ behavior.
Her Royal Highness Princess Chulabhorn once wrote
that “The Elephant Reintroduction Project under Her
Majesty’s initiatives is a good example to demonstrate
the collaborations among various agencies as well as
the physical and intellectual dedication of concerned

individuals.

The Project has been widely operated and has been
planned step by step. The process started by exploring
and searching for information about the reintroduction
areas, qualifications of the elephants to be released to
the wild and introducing technology to help in tracking
them, as well as conducting research regarding their
behavior and suitable environment. This Project does not
only concern Thai elephants conservation, but the
information obtained from the well organized research
and studies will also benefit a number of countries where

elephants exist, particularly Asian elephants.

8/8/05, 9:04
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Support from Foreign Organizations

Interest and support from every corner of the globe
still continues. Two of the examples are the documentary
filming by National Geographic and Discovery concerning
the elephants’ behavior after they were released into the
wild. The purpose is to let the American people learn
about this Project and to let them appreciate the initiative
of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit to conserve the almost
extinct Asian elephants. On March 18, 2000, Prince
Henrik, the Prince Consort of Her Majesty Queen
Margrethe II of Denmark, made a personal visit to Thailand
and presented necessary items to the Her Majesty such
as an anesthetic gun, anesthetics and equipment to
track elephants, at Phoome Sathian Throne Hall, Bang-
pa-in Palace. Later, he also presented equipment and
anesthetics to the Royal Elephant stable in Lampang
Province. This equipment was used in the Elephants
Mobile Project and the Management of Elephants in
Musth Project. Each year, these projects can treat more
than 200 sick elephants and can solve musth elephants
problem as well as to prevent the loss of lives and assets
of the villagers who live in remote areas.

During the official visit to Thailand in 2001 of Her
Majesty Queen Margrethe II, Prince Henrik and HRH
Crown Prince Frederik His Majesty asked Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn to accompany
the Royal visitors to release the female elephant named
“Pang Boonrawd” back to Mae Ao National Reserved
Forest in Lampang Province. Prince Phillip, the president
of the WWF International also contributed one million

baht to support the Project.

“The Elephant Reintroduction Foundation” :
Benevolence for Thai Elephants

All the support from both inside and outside of the
country have brought about benefits and advantages to
the Project. Her Majesty, gave permission to establish
the foundation, assigned to be responsible for the Elephant
Reintroduction Project, and named it “the Elephant

Reintroduction Foundation”

The Foundation’s emblem is the image of an elephant
in the Bodhi trees forest. It was designed in “Lai Rod
Nam” (one of the Thai traditional designs) in the colors
of blue, which is Her Majesty’s personal color, and green,
which represents the nature. Between the crown and the
elephant is Her Majesty’s monogram, signifying Her

Majesty’s great concern over the Thai elephants’ problems.

Her Majesty’s intentions were to conserve the
elephants and to balance the forests’ ecological system
because “forests” are homes to the elephants, and their

great quantity represents the fertility of nature.

The establishment of the Foundation reflects Her
Majesty’s farsightedness and concern over wild animal
conservation. She thought that working correlatively with
the government was also essential. The Prime Minister,
Thaksin Shinawatra, mentioned that “Her Majesty Queen
Sirikit is truly concerned about Thai elephants and granted
an initiative to launch the Elephant Reintroduction
Foundation in 1997 to confirm that if there is a large
number of elephants in the wild, it shows that our
resources are still abundant.” On behalf of the government,
Mr. Thaksin Shinawatra presented the amount of 50
million baht for supporting the Elephant Reintroduction

Foundation.

A New Life for a Young Elephant

In the year 1997 when the Foundation was established,
the auspicious news was reported that photographs
were discovered of a young elephant named “Pang Durian”
mingling with a group of elephants in Kang Krajarn
National Reserved Forest. Pang Durian was a wild
elephant. After its mother was killed, Pang Durian was
handed over to Her Majesty to be looked after under the
Foundation’s care. In 1999, this young elephant was
released back to, Kang Krajarn National Reserved Forest,
its place of birth. After six months, no signs of Pang
Durian were seen, meaning that it finally adapted to the

forest.

11
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After the Foundation was established, the committee

MEMA AT

started working by taking over some tasks that the
Project hadn't yet finished, as well as looking after the
elephants and their mahouts with warm collaboration

from every concerned agency.

A New Home at Sab Langka

Due to the limited area in Lampang Province, the
National Park Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department,
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment was
asked to locate another area which was finally selected.
This 155-square-kilometer area is located in Sab Langka
Wildlife Sanctuary in Lopburi Province. It is a plain,
surrounded by pincer shaped mountain ranges, Pang
Hoei mountain in the east and Ruak mountain in the
west, which rise to 140-866 meters above sea level. This
location is very suitable for releasing elephants because
there is enough food supply, and the two mountain
ranges prevent elephants from leaving the safe area. The
Foundation provided additional sources for storing
rainwater during the rainy season, to last for the rest
of the year. Research and studies can conveniently be
conducted since there is a road all through the forest.

After agreeing on the area, the committee began to
select and prepare elephants for Her Majesty to release
on the occasion of Her Majesty turning 72. Because
these elephants were brought up by humans, their
condition and behavior must be adjusted before being
released back to the forest. The selection processes,
therefore, were complicated, took a long time as well as
used a large amount of budget and must be conducted

with caution.

A Touching Story of the Elephants

At the moment, there are 10 elephants under
preparation. The 7 female elephants are Pang Jarunee,
Pang Doo, Pang Yai, Pang Maeboonkaew, Pang Thongkam,
Pang Maekammoon and Pang Porntida. The rest of the
male elephants are Plai Somchai, Plai Seela and Plai

Jumbon (Its old name was Plai Ploi).

12
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The Plai Jumpon’s old ncme. v;/os Pl-oi Ploi

A touching story of these released elephant began
when Pang Maeboonkaew was firstly brought into the
Foundation. At that time, it was depressed and preferred
being alone. Its mahout said that before she was adopted
by the Foundation, her baby died because of the snake
bite. Pang Maeboonkaew became depressed since then.
After a short while, the Foundation received a 3 year
old elephant male baby named Plai Somchai. Even though
the baby was too young to be released back to the wild,
the committee decided to give it a try, but assigned a
mahout to watch over. When Pang Maeboonkaew saw
Plai Somchai, she rushed to take her trunk around the
baby elephant with Pang Thongkam's assistance. Both
Pang Maeboonkaew and Pang Thongkam are now always
on Plai Somchai's side, expressing their affection by
putting their trunk around and touching the baby. It was

a touching image indeed.

This is another activity which reflects Her Majesty’s
benevolence and concern about the jeopardized nature,
forests and wildlife. This Project will certainly prolong
the elephants’ lives to remain with The Kingdom

forever.
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